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starts the economy and gives assist-
ance to those who truly need it.

And if the Senate includes funding
for these critical programs, I strongly
urge all my colleagues to support it,
and I urge President Bush to then sign
it into law. It is the right thing to do
for our economy, and it is the right
thing to do for the millions of low-in-
come Americans who will not benefit
from this stimulus package as it is cur-
rently written.

————
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause the end of the hour grows close, |
would now come before this body with a sun-
set memorial. We intend to repeat this from
time to time to chronicle the loss of life by
abortion on demand in this country.

Mr. Speaker, it is January 29, 2008, in the
land of the free and the home of the brave,
and before the sun sets today in America, al-
most 4,000 more defenseless unborn children
were killed by abortion on demand just today.

Exactly 35 years today, the tragic judicial
fiat called Roe v. Wade was handed down.
Since then, the very foundation of this Nation
has been stained by the blood of almost 50
million children. Mr. Speaker, that is more than
16,000 times the number of innocent lives lost
on September 11.

Each of the 4,000 children that we lost
today had at least four things in common.
They were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone. And each one
of them died a nameless and lonely death.
And each of their mothers, whether she real-
izes it immediately or not, will never be the
same. And all the gifts that these children
might have brought to humanity are now lost
forever.

Mr. Speaker, those noble heroes lying in
frozen silence out in Arlington National Ceme-
tery did not die so America could shred her
own Constitution, as well as her own children,
by the millions. It seems that we are never
quite so eloquent as when we decry the geno-
cidal crimes of past generations, those who al-
lowed their courts to strip the black man and
the Jew of their constitutional personhood, and
then proceeded to murderously desecrate mil-
lions of these, God’s own children.

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy,
this generation clings to blindness and invin-
cible ignorance while history repeats itself and
our own genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet
unborn.

Perhaps it is important for those of us in this
Chamber to remind ourselves again of why we
are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our in-
nocent citizens and their constitutional rights is
why we are all here. It is our sworn oath. The
phrase in the 14th amendment capsulizes our
entire Constitution. It says: “No state shall de-
prive any person of life, liberty, or property
without due process of law.”
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The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the Declaration, not the casual notion, but the
Declaration of the self-evident truth that all
human beings are created equal and endowed
by their creator with the unalienable rights of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Every conflict and battle our Nation has ever
faced can be traced to our commitment to this
core self-evident truth. It has made us the
beacon of hope for the entire world. It is who
we are.

And yet today, Mr. Speaker, in this body we
fail to honor that commitment. We fail our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 innocent
American babies who died without the protec-
tion we should have been given them.

And so for them in this moment, Mr. Speak-
er, without yielding my time, | would invite
anyone inclined to join me for a moment of si-
lence on their behalf.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that this discussion
tonight presents this Congress and the Amer-
ican people with two destiny questions.

The first that all of us must ask ourselves is
very simple: Does abortion really kill a baby?
If the answer to that question is “yes,” there
is a second destiny question that inevitably fol-
lows. And it is this, Mr. Speaker: Will we allow
ourselves to be dragged by those who have
lost their way into a darkness where the light
of human compassion has gone out and the
predatory survival of the fittest prevails over
humanity? Or will America embrace her des-
tiny to lead the world to cherish and honor the
God-given miracle of each human life?

Mr. Speaker, it has been said that every
baby comes with a message, that God has not
yet despaired of mankind. And | mourn that
those 4,000 messages sent to us today will
never be heard. Mr. Speaker, | also have not
yet despaired. Because tonight maybe some-
one new, maybe even someone in this Con-
gress, who heard this sunset memorial will fi-
nally realize that abortion really does kill a
baby, that it hurts mothers more than anyone
else, and that nearly 50 million dead children
in America is enough. And that America is
great enough to find a better way than abor-
tion on demand.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are numbered and that all too
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on another day yet to come,
may that be the day that we hear the cries of
the unborn at last. May that be the day we
find the humanity, the courage, and the will to
embrace together our human and our constitu-
tional duty to protect the least of these, our
tiny American brothers and sisters, from this
murderous scourge upon our Nation called
abortion on demand.

This is a sunset memorial, Mr. Speaker. It is
January 29, 2008, in the land of free and the
home of the brave.

———

ALL IS NOT QUIET ON THE
SOUTHERN FRONT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Iran, Somalia,
Syria, Colombia, Afghanistan, and Iraq
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have something in common. These are
six nations, among several others,
where the State Department rec-
ommends that Americans don’t travel.

But today there was another advisory
issued, but this one was not by the
State Department but by the State of
Texas through the Texas Department
of Public Safety.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to read just
a portion of this into the RECORD. Here
is what it says. Texas Department of
Public Safety dated today: ‘“‘Due to the
increased rising level of violence in
Mexico—which is attributed to drug
cartels, violent criminal organizations,
and increased presence of military per-
sonnel in some Mexican border commu-
nities—it is recommended that persons
be discouraged from traveling to Mexi-
can border towns, particularly those
that have recently been scenes of gang-
related violent activity. These commu-
nities include Nuevo Laredo, Mata-
moros, Reynosa, Rio Bravo, Miguel
Aleman, and Ciudad Juarez.”

Mr. Speaker, you see, the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety has issued
an advisory for Americans: don’t go to
these border towns because of the vio-
lence. And the reason the violence has
increased specifically has to do with
what happened in Rio Bravo which is
across the Rio Grande River from
Texas. The Rio Bravo mayor last
month was gunned down while leaving
a restaurant, along with two other
politicians. The Mexican Government
sent in troops to help quell the vio-
lence. But 5 days ago, local police in
several Mexican border towns, specifi-
cally Nuevo Laredo, Matamoros, and
Reynosa, were relieved of their duties
by the federal Government because of
their alleged links to drug cartels, spe-
cifically the gulf drug cartel.

What that means, Mr. Speaker, now
on the Mexican border, bordering
Texas, there are 6,000 Mexican troops
stationed there. They are stationed
from Matamoros to Miguel Aleman.
Now, Matamoros is the border town
across from Brownsville, Texas.
Brownsville is on the furthest eastern
tip of Texas. Brownsville is a big com-
munity, and across the river is Mata-
moros. And Miguel Aleman is 100 miles
upriver across the river from Roma,
Texas. There is violence in these border
towns.

Many people don’t understand what a
border town is. A border town is a town
on the American border and has an-
other town very similar to it on the
Mexican border. And both of these
towns, being border towns, border each
other separated only by the border be-
tween Mexico and the United States.

The State Department has already
issued a travel alert for Mexico because
of the violence that occurs there. But
now the State of Texas finds a need to
warn all citizens, especially law en-
forcement officials, of the problems.

Mr. Speaker, the open-border crowd
denies this violence occurs on our
southern front. I have been down to the
Texas-Mexico border now 13 times, and
I have talked to the local people who
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